
 
 

ASTM TEST MONITORING BOARD MEETING 
June 18, 2007 

 
Lowes Miami Beach Hotel 

Miami Beach, FL 
 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT AN ASTM STANDARD; IT IS UNDER CONSIDERATION 
WITHIN AN ASTM TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BUT HAS NOT RECEIVED ALL 
APPROVALS REQUIRED TO BECOME AN ASTM STANDARD.  IT SHALL NOT BE 
REPRODUCED OR CIRCULATED OR QUOTED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, OUTSIDE OF 
ASTM COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES EXCEPT WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE HAVING JURISDICTION AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SOCIETY, COPYRIGHT ASTM, 100 BARR HARBOR DRIVE, WEST CONSHOHOCKEN, 
PA 19428-2959 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ASTM D02.B0.08, the Test Monitoring Board, met on Monday, June 18, 2007 at 5:20 p.m. in the 
Poinciana 2 room of the Lowes Miami Beach Hotel in Miami Beach, Florida.  There were seven voting 
members (Keith Selby held the proxy of Matt Urbanak), six non-voting members, and three visitors 
present.  The attendance roster is shown in Attachment A.  Minutes from the December 4, 2006 meeting 
were approved. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The TMB voting membership was reviewed and is shown in Attachment B. 
 
 ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE COMMITTEE 
  
Chris Castanien reported that the Administrative Guidance Committee had not met during the past six 
months.  Salary recommendations for TMC staff were communicated to Carnegie Mellon University.  

  
TECHNICAL GUIDANCE COMMITTEE  
 
Bill Buscher reported that the Technical Guidance Committee had not met since the last TMB meeting.  
He stated that the TGC will begin work on a project to develop a compilation of “best practices in 
lubricant test development.”   
 
DATA COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Frank Farber submitted the Data Communications Committee report (see Attachment C).  The DCC did 
not meet during the past six months.  The only current activity of the DCC is beta testing of report packet 
revisions. 
 
TEST MONITORING CENTER 
 
John Zalar summarized the TMC financial status.  The TMC ended FY 2006 with revenue minus expense 
of $+124,000 and reserves of $2,691,000 equal to 17.6 months of operating expense.  TMC financial 
performance for FY 2007 was expected to be significantly worse than FY 2006, with revenue minus  
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expense projected to be $-180,000.  Through the first four months of FY 2007, testing activity has been 
higher than expected with revenue minus expense at $+40,000 better than one year ago.  If this trend in 
testing continues, the actual financial performance for FY 2007 will be better than originally projected.  
The TMC annual independent financial audit was completed and distributed to the TMB voting members.   
 
TMC staffing remains at 13 full-time employees. 
 
The contract between ASTM and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) was renewed on February 1, 2007.  
ASTM and CMU attorneys worked together on updated language in several sections of the contract 
dealing with liability issues.  As the expiration date of the previous contract drew near, CMU and ASTM 
reached agreement on a new contract with a term one-year.  The rates that determine the amount of 
overhead paid to CMU remained unchanged from the previous three contracts (13 years).  Both sides 
indicated a desire to have a longer term contract on the next renewal. 
 
Twenty information letters were issued by the TMC and were balloted within Subcommittee B.  There 
were no negative votes.  One comment received with an abstain vote on ISM Information Letter 07-2 did 
not require any action.  The TMC report is shown in Attachment D. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business.       
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The TMB received a request from Section 3 for TMC services in support of the gear oil Storage Solubility 
and Compatibility tests.  The specific services requested include reference oil storage and distribution and 
assistance in elevating the test procedures to ASTM standard test methods.  This request received the 
unanimous support of the TMB. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2007 in Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:10 p.m. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       
 
      John L. Zalar, Secretary 
      ASTM Test Monitoring Board 
 
 
JLZ/jlz 
 
Attachments  

 











TMB Voting Members 
 
 
Users       Current Term Ends 
 
Hind Abi-Akar        December 2007 
Heather DeBaun        December 2007  
Hannah Murray        December 2008 
Greg Shank         December 2008 
 
Producers 
 
Chris Castanien        December 2007 
Bill Lam          December 2008 
Andy Ritchie         December 2007 
Matt Urbanak        December 2008 
 
General Interest 
 
Norbert Nann        December 2008 
 
 
 
Officers 
 
Chairman  Andy Ritchie 
Vice Chairman Chris Castanien 
Secretary  John Zalar (TMC Administrator) 
Treasurer  Chris Castanien (AGC Chairman)  
 



 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM: 07-040 
 
DATE: June 15, 2007 
 
TO: ASTM Test Monitoring Board 
 
FROM: Frank Farber 
 
SUBJECT: Data Communication Committee Report- April 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Data Communications Committee (DCC) has not met since the December 2001 ASTM 
meetings. At the present time, the only DCC objective is to beta test all report packet revisions.  
 
Future meeting schedule: None planned (Chairman will determine need to meet)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FMF/fmf  
c: J. L. Zalar  
ftp://ftp.astmtmc.cmu.edu/docs/Data_Communications_Committee/tmb_reports/astm_200704.pdf  

 



 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM: 07-023 
 
DATE: May 21, 2007 
 
TO: ASTM Test Monitoring Board 
 
FROM: John L. Zalar 
 
SUBJECT: ASTM TMC Semiannual Report 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCIAL 
 
The TMC financial audit for the period February 1, 2006 through January 31, 2007 was completed in 
April by Lally, Lally & Co. LLC.  The outcome of the audit was favorable.  A copy of the audit report has 
been electronically distributed to the Test Monitoring Board.  The current financial status of the TMC will 
be part of the Administrative Guidance Committee report. 
 
There have been no personnel changes since the last report and TMC staffing remains at 13 regular full- 
time employees.  The current TMC organizational chart is shown in Attachment A. 
 
The contract between ASTM and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) was renewed on February 1, 2007.  
ASTM and CMU attorneys worked together on updated language in several sections of the contract 
dealing with liability issues.  As the expiration date of the previous contract drew near, CMU and ASTM 
reached agreement on a new contract with a term one-year.  The rates that determine the amount of 
overhead paid to CMU remained unchanged from the previous three contracts (13 years).  Both sides 
indicated a desire to have a longer term contract on the next renewal.     
 
 
INFORMATION LETTERS 
 
Information letter activity continues to be high.  The following 20 information letters have been issued by 
the TMC since the last report. 
 
  Information Letter     Date Issued 

 
  Sequence IIIF No. 06-4       11/20/06 

Sequence IIIF No. 07-1         3/19/07 
  Sequence IIIG No. 06-4       11/20/06 
  Sequence IIIG No. 07-1         3/19/07 
  Sequence VG No. 06-2       11/21/06 
  Sequence VIII No. 06-1          10/24/06 
  C13 No. 07-1          2/14/07 
  C13 No. 07-2            4/2/07 
  ISB No. 06-1        12/18/06 
  ISB No. 07-1            2/2/07   
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Information Letter     Date Issued
 
ISM No. 07-1            2/8/07 
ISM No. 07-2               4/2/07 

  T-8 No. 06-1            12/13/06 
  T-8 No. 07-1            2/1/07 
  T-11 No. 06-4          12/13/06 

T-11 No. 07-1              2/1/07 
T-12 No. 07-1              2/1/07 

  L-33-1 No. 07-1         3/12/07 
  L-33-1 No. 07-2         4/26/07 
  L-42 No. 06-4        12/15/06 
 
 
Three of the letters, Sequence IIIF 07-1, Sequence IIIG 07-1, and ISM 07-2 required pre-balloting within 
Subcommittee B prior to issuance.  The Sequence IIIF and IIIG letters dealt with the creation of the 
“viscosity only” versions of the tests, as requested by the HDEOCP.  The ISM letter dealt with a 
controversial change to reference testing requirements.  All three letters passed the Subcommittee B ballot 
(07-01) with no negatives.  ISM 07-2 received one abstain with comment.  The comment was 
acknowledged but did require any specific action.   
 
The remaining seventeen letters are on the regular Spring Subcommittee B information letter ballot (07-
03).  The results of this ballot will be reported at the TMB meeting on June 18, 2007. 
 
 
TMB ELECTIONS 
 
Subcommittee B ballot 07-02 resulted in the elections of Matt Urbanak, Hannah Murray, Bill Lam, Greg 
Shank, and Norbert Nann to two-year terms starting January 1, 2007.  There was one negative vote 
received.  The chairman of the TMB Nominating Committee contacted the voter and the negative vote 
has been withdrawn.   
 
    
NEW REFERENCE OILS 
 
The following reference oils were received and processed by the TMC during the period from November 
1, 2006 to April 30, 2007. 
 
  Test Type  Oil Code         Quantity (gallons) 
   
  VIB  538-1       575 
  EOWT  77-1       275 
    
During this same time period, the TMC made 220 shipments of reference oils containing a total of 1,972 
individual oil samples. 
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CALIBRATION TEST REPORTING 
 
During the period from November 1, 2006 to April 30, 2007, 1671 calibration tests were reported to the 
TMC.  Virtually 100% of all tests reported to the TMC are now transmitted electronically. 
 
 
JLZ/jlz 
 
Attachment 
 
c:  ftp://ftp.astmtmc.cmu.edu/docs/test_monitoring_board/TMC-6-2007.pdf
 
Distribution:  Email 
 

ftp://ftp.astmtmc.cmu.edu/docs/test_monitoring_board/TMC-6-2007.pdf
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