
 
 

ASTM TEST MONITORING BOARD MEETING 
December 5, 2011 

 

New Orleans Sheraton 
New Orleans, LA 

 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT AN ASTM STANDARD; IT IS UNDER CONSIDERATION 
WITHIN AN ASTM TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BUT HAS NOT RECEIVED ALL 
APPROVALS REQUIRED TO BECOME AN ASTM STANDARD.  IT SHALL NOT BE 
REPRODUCED OR CIRCULATED OR QUOTED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, OUTSIDE OF 
ASTM COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES EXCEPT WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE HAVING JURISDICTION AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SOCIETY, COPYRIGHT ASTM, 100 BARR HARBOR DRIVE, WEST CONSHOHOCKEN, 
PA 19428-2959 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ASTM D02.B0.08, the Test Monitoring Board, met on Monday, December 5, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
New Orleans Sheraton in New Orleans, Louisiana.  There were nine voting members, six non-voting 
members, and ten visitors present in person. Two voting members, Heather DeBaun (based on received 
email)  and Hind Abi-Akar participated via conference call. The attendance list is shown as Attachment 
A. The minutes from the June 20, 2011 meeting were approved.  The agenda is shown as Attachment B. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The TMB voting membership was reviewed (see Attachment C). 
 
 ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE COMMITTEE 
  
Chris Castanien presented the Administrative Guidance Committee report (see Attachment D).    FY 2011 
is projected to close with a surplus of $400,000.  TMC reserves are now projected at 22.0 months of 
operating expense by the end of FY 2011. Chris requested that the TMC prepare a long term financial 
plan to reduce the reserve by the 1st quarter of 2012.  ASTM headquarters has recommended that the 
reserve be maintained at 12 months to match ASTM’s internal guidelines.  The TMB agreed with all 
recommendations and accepted the AGC report. 
 

  
TECHNICAL GUIDANCE COMMITTEE  
 
Bill Buscher presented the Technical Guidance Committee (TGC) report (Attachment E). No TGC 
meetings were held this period.  The development of a ‘Best Practices’ document has slowed because of 
no feedback from PCMO and HDEO surveillance panels.  It is hoped that in 2012 some face-to-face 
meetings by the surveillance panels will stimulate activity.  LTMS 2 was presented to a few B01 
surveillance panels this period and not accepted.  No presentations have been made to B02 surveillance 
panels at this time.  The LTMS 2 Task Group is planning to meet in mid-December 2011.  It is thought 
that LTMS 2 methodology is best targeted on new tests and not existing tests.  The TGC Fuel Task Force 
has not met this period but is planning to have a face-to-face meeting in 2012.  The report was accepted as 
shown. 
 
 



 

 
 
TEST MONITORING CENTER 
 
Frank Farber presented the TMC report (see Attachment F).  The 2012 TMC budget was submitted to 
ASTM in August.  The TMC staff count is now at 13.   
 
The nominating committee has approved a new general interest board member.  A Sub B ballot will be 
submitted to re-elect four current board members and the new general interest nominee.   The ballot 
should close sometime in January 2012. 
 
Norbert Nann is ending his long distinguished tenure on the board at the end of the year.  The TMB 
wished Norbert many thanks for his dedicated service. 
 
Light duty reference test activity is starting to curtail now that GF-5 is in place. 
 
Thirteen information letters were balloted this period.  All passed without comment. 
 
The work associated with the ACC Monitoring Agency and ATC European Registration Centre has been 
progressing successfully.  The current contract ends December 31, 2011.  The ACC/ATC has awarded the 
TMC with a new six-year contract running 2012-2017. 
 
DATA COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Frank Farber reported that the Data Communications Committee did not meet during the past six months.  
The only current activity of the DCC is beta testing of report packet revisions. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business.       
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business.   
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 25, 2012 San Francisco, CA. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:50 p.m. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
 
      Frank M. Farber, Secretary 
      ASTM Test Monitoring Board 
FMF/fmf 
Attachments  
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ASTM TEST MONITORING BOARD MEETING 
Monday – December 5, 2011 

5:00 - 6:30 PM  
New Orleans Sheraton 

New Orleans, LA 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of June 20, 2011 Minutes 
 
3. Membership 
 
4. Receive, Accept and Take Action on Reports 

-  Administrative Guidance Committee – Chris Castanien 
-  Technical Guidance Committee – Bill Buscher III 
-  Test Monitoring Center – Frank Farber 

 -  Data Communications Committee – Frank Farber 
 
5. Ballots – Frank Farber 
 
6. Old Business 
 
7. New Business 
  
8. Next Meeting  

- Monday June 25, 2012 San Francisco, CA 
 
9. Adjournment 
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TMB Voting Members 
 
 
Users       Current Term Ends 
 
Hind Abi-Akar        December 2011 
Heather DeBaun        December 2011  
Ron Romano         December 2012 
Greg Shank         December 2012 
 
Producers 
 
Chris Castanien        December 2011 
Bill Lam          December 2012 
Andy Ritchie         December 2011 
Steve Kennedy        December 2012 
 
General Interest 
 
Norbert Nann        December 2011 
 
 
 
Officers 
 
Chairman  Andy Ritchie 
Vice Chairman Chris Castanien 
Secretary  Frank Farber (TMC Administrator) 
Treasurer  Chris Castanien (AGC Chairman)  
 
 
Updated January 2011 
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AGC Semi-Annual Report to the 
Test Monitoring Board

June 2011

To

December 2011

December  5, 2011

AGC Membership

 Chris Castanien Lubrizol (Chair)

 John Glaser Intertek Automotive Research

 Dewey Szemenyei Afton Chemical

 Dave Bradley ASTM

 Ben Weber Southwest Research Institute

 Frank Farber TMC (Non-Voting)

Membership Changes?
 None

AGC Responsibilities

 Advise the TMC Administrator on general 
business activity

 Advise the TMC Administrator in finalizing the 
annual budget, manpower requests and contract 
recommendations

 Prepare an annual evaluation and salary 
recommendations of the TMC Administrator and 
Staff for presentation to the Board
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TMC Fiscal Performance

 Fiscal Year 2003 -$182,640
 Fiscal Year 2004 -$205,293
 Fiscal Year 2005 $125,648
 Fiscal Year 2006 $124,141
 Fiscal Year 2007 $177,815
 Fiscal Year 2008 $  70,864
 Fiscal Year 2009 $469,773
 Fiscal Year 2010 $415,224 
 Fiscal Year 2011 $400,000 *

* Projected

FY 2011 TMC Projected Performance

 Projected expenses are below budget
 Projected income is above budget
 Projecting a surplus of $400,000

FY 2011 TMC Projected Performance

Line Item    2010 EOY1 2011 Budget 2011 Projected
Total Expenses   $2,104,756 $2,317,730  $2,100,000 
Revenues    $2,519,980 $1,992,581  $2,465,000 
Revenue - Expense  $ 380,149 -$325,149   $365,000 
Interest     $35,075   $36,000    $35,000 
Net      $ 415,224 -$289,149  $400,000 
Reserves    $3,896,749 $3,607,600  $4,296,749 

Months Reserve   20    19    22 
Fee Adjustments   None   None    None 
New Tests    None   None   None 
Reg. FT Headcount  15   14    13 
 
1 Values f rom audit  report  
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TMC Forecast – FY 2011 Assumptions

Salary increases, 3.0% (2011, 2012, 2013)
 Benefits (fringe)

 29.0% (2011)
 30.2% (2012)
 30.1% (2013)

 The absence of a new diesel oil specification 
within the next 4 years is a concern

 Continued participation in new tests

TMC – Budget Items

 The new hire to replace the two retirements in 
2011 will be delayed until 2012

 ASTM recommends that the acceptable 
reserve be changed from a 6-month to a 12-
month reserve to match ASTM’s financial 
protocol

 A 6-year ACC/ATC contract was signed

TMC 2011-2013 Budget

In come and Expens es 2011 Budg et 20 12 Bu dget 20 13 Bu dget

Salar ies 1,025,8 80 1,052,000 1,137,00 0
Temporary He lp 5,4 00 5,400 5,60 0
Benefits (29.0%) 299,0 00 320,000 330,00 0
Total Salarie s & Bene fits 1,330,2 80 1,377,400 1,472,60 0

Overhead 678,0 00 6 99,000  746,000

Capit al 41 ,500 19,000 19,50 0

Trave l 47,0 00 52,500 57,50 0
Tele phone 16,4 00 16,200 16,40 0
Office Supplie s 14,2 00 17,600 17,80 0
Contract Se rvices 30,0 00 15,000 16,00 0
Lab Supplies/Shipping Cans 28,0 00 40,000 41,00 0
Training & Education 5,5 00 5,000 5,20 0
Procedure Rewrites 15,0 00 7,000 8,00 0
Rating Wor kshops 20,0 00 23,000 24,00 0
Audit 17,5 00 17,000 17,50 0
Refer ence  Oils 30,0 00 40,000 40,00 0
Other Ope rating Ex pense s 223,6 00 233,300 243,40 0

Depreciation 5,8 50 5,000 5,00 0

Cost  of Oil So ld 80,0 00 110,000 90,00 0

Total Ope rating Ex pense s $2,317,7 30 $2,4 24,700 $2,557,000

Total Revenue 1,992,5 81 1,982,656 2,519,00 0
Inter est 36,0 00 37,000 38,00 0
Total Ope rating Re venue $2,028,5 81 $2,0 19,656 $2,557,000

Net Income (Loss) from Op erat ion ($289,1 49) ($4 05,044) $0

$3,366 ,347 $3,7 89,739 $3,789,739
17.4 18.8 17.8

As Needed
Not Expected

15

* Capital for 2011  includes purchase of new titr ator

As Nee ded
New Tests Not Expe cte d Not Expecte d

Reg. FT  Headcount 14 14

Total Fund - Liquid Assets
   Months Operating Assets

Fee Adjustments (+/-) As Nee ded
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TMC Organizational Chart

Action Items

Approval of this report
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ASTM

TECHNICAL GUIDANCE COMMITTEE

Semi-Annual Report

Presented by

William A. Buscher III

Updated December 15, 2011

SwRI - W Buscher

TGC Semi-Annual Report
 No face-to-face TGC meetings were conducted 

in the past 6 months.

 No TGC task force meetings or conference calls 
in the past 6 months.

 Assignments:
– Develop “best practices in lubricant test development”

document.
• No feedback received in any of the PCMO or HDEO 

surveillance panels.

• But no face-to-face surveillance panel meetings have 
occurred in the past 6 months.

• Progress more likely to occur with face-to-face meetings.

SwRI - W Buscher

TGC Semi-Annual Report
 Assignments Cont’d:

• All surveillance panels plan to meet in 2012 and feedback can 
be pursued then.

• Plan to present the 8/25/1993 Guide For Test Development
document to work off of for this assignment.

– See attached:

– Create a test fuel task force to include TMC, fuel 
suppliers, and SP chairmen.

• No activity has occurred in the past 6 months.

• Task Force chairman to follow up on action items reported in 
June 2011.

Adob e A crob at 
Do cu men t
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SwRI - W Buscher

TGC Semi-Annual Report

 LTMS 2 Update:
– Some of the LTMS 2 principles were used when 

creating the T8E industry correction factors earlier this 
year.

– LTMS 2 statisticians group attempted to coordinate a 
face-to-face meeting during December ASTM week, 
but could not get a quorum.

– LTMS 2 statisticians group is planning a conference 
call for mid December 2011.
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December 5, 2011

 The TMC 3-year budget was submitted to 
ASTM on August 18, 2011. 

 The current financial status of the TMC will be 
part of the Administrative Guidance 
Committee report.

 The TMC staff count is now at 13 full-time 
employees. The new hire to balance the two 
retiring staff members has been put on hold 
until 2012. 
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 13 Information Letters passed Sub B ballot.

 Five board members have terms ending in 
December 2011.  Four of these board 
members are eligible for re-election and have 
expressed a desire to be re-elected.  One 
board member has served 9-consecutive 
years and is not eligible for re-election.

 Sub B ballot for the elections will be posted 
this week.

 This is the last board meeting for Norbert 
Nann

 Dedicated Support

 Historical Perspective
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Test Type Oil Code Quantity (gallons)

L-37 152-3 55

Diesel Fuel Lubricity A & B 110

C13/ISB 831 825

 The TMC shipped 77 different reference oils 
to fill 239 shipment requests for a total of 
2,842 individual oil samples.

 During the period from June 1, 2011 to  
December 1, 2011, 2309 calibration tests 
were reported to the TMC.  
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 New web based oil assignment request 
procedure

 New upload for reference test results

 Increased reference test data accessibility

 Reference oil store
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 ACC-MA/ATC-ERC these projects are now in 
their fourth year of the four-year contract 
period. The TMC has submitted a bid to re-
new this contract.

 ACC/ATC has awarded the TMC with a six-
year contract (2012- 2017).  




